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Appendices to Position Statement on Climate Change and Nature Recovery

Appendix 1

What we have done so far 

What we have said

In 2004, we led the way by preparing the first Climate Change Position Statement for the 
Association of National Park Authorities.

We published a Climate Change Information Note in 2005, examining the evidence on the possible 
impacts of climate change on the Brecon Beacons National Park.1

We prepared the first Statement by National Park Authority Ecologists on Climate Change in 2008.2

We published articles and papers on the contribution of national parks to mitigating and adapting to 
climate change.3

We have provided training to staff and Members on the evidence for and impacts of climate change 
on the Brecon Beacons National Park.

Our principal governing plans, the National Park Management Plan and the Local Development Plan, 
were underpinned by a Sustainability Appraisal incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and Habitats Regulations Assessment.

Mitigating the causes of and adapting to the impacts of climate change are underlying themes in the 
current National Park Management Plan.

What we’ve done in the National Park

The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority participated actively in One Wales: One Planet (2008 
onwards). Over five years to 2013 our organisational footprint reduced by 22% , achieved mostly 
through i) a range of interventions to reduce the travel to work footprint (flexible working policies), 
ii) reductions in business travel CO2 (changes to fleet vehicles and travel), and iii) energy efficiency 
and renewable energy to reduce electricity use. 

We contributed to the Welsh Government’s annual State of the Environment Reports.

We were invited participants within the Welsh Government’s Payments for Ecosystem Services 
(PES) Roadmap Working Group.

The Brecon Beacons is the largest single landowner in the National Park, most of which is upland 
including carbon-rich peatlands beneath blanket bog and wet heath.  We manage this land with 
nature, climate and public access in mind.

We implemented one of Wales’ first peat bog restoration projects at Waun Fignen Felen on the 
Western Great Forest above Dan yr Ogof; this project continues today.  We completed the 
restoration of an area of heavily eroded blanket bog and wet heath on the Black Mountains above 
Hay-on-Wye (“the northern erosion scar”).  

We manage our small woodland estate at various small sites of semi-natural ancient woodland and 
also secondary woodland.

1 http://bit.do/e8cGK 
2 http://bit.do/e8cGt 
3 http://bit.do/e8cJT and http://bit.do/e8cKd 

http://bit.do/e8cGK
http://bit.do/e8cGt
http://bit.do/e8cJT
http://bit.do/e8cKd
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We manage the upland paths throughout the Park, many of which cross stretches of blanket bog and 
wet heath.

We have carried out controlled heather and grass burning exercises to enrich upland habitat 
structure and reduce the fuel load; too much fuel risks setting peat-rich habitat on fire.

We worked with the Welsh Government and the Mynydd Du graziers associations to maximise the 
availability of the Glastir Common Land Scheme benefiting six Glastir Commons Associations.  
Habitat restoration works included repairing and protecting areas of bare and eroding blanket bog 
and controlled heather and grass burns.

We achieved accreditation from the UK Peatland Code for peatland restoration projects in the 
National Park.

We prepared peatland-based payments for ecosystem service (PES) offers for the private sector to 
sponsor.

We commissioned a desk-top analysis of the distribution and status of the Park’s peatlands in 2015.

We commissioned the Afon Clydach micro-hydro-electricity scheme in 2017, which had generated 
over 200,500kW of electricity as of early September 2019.

We established three strategic research partnerships, with Cardiff University, University of Wales 
Trinity St David and University of South Wales.  We also collaborate with Swansea University, 
University of Reading and Exeter University, each of which are active in research on peatlands and 
future landscapes.

We recognise that much effective action to mitigate and adapt to climate change will be delivered in 
partnership with others. We have supported, with staff time and funding through our Sustainable 
Development Fund (SDF*), a series of interventions to support community CO2 footprint reduction. 
These started with a Brecon Beacons Solar Club to support solar thermal installations and later a 
Renewable Energy Assistance programme to support a range of different renewable energy 
installations. We supported the local application to NESTA’s “The Big Green Challenge,” which 
resulted in a £300k Innovation prize and the start of The Green Valleys CIC; supporting renewable 
energy and other projects across the National Park and beyond. We enable a range of partnership 
action through the SDF.

*The SDF is designed to support local projects to develop and test ways of achieving a more 
sustainable way of living in the National Park, and provides grant aid and development officer 
support. Projects to reduce the CO2 footprint have been a priority throughout the delivery 
of SDF. Most recently there has been a focus on supporting projects generating renewable 
energy and saving energy.  Past projects supported by SDF have included:

Reducing Barriers to Micro Generation in Monmouthshire
A Woollen Line
Abergavenny Electric Bike Project
Llangattock Green Valleys Green Streets
Defynnog Old School Energy Saving
Severn Wye Energy Agency - Our Future's People
Beacons Community Hydro Schemes and other hydro feasibility studies
Talgarth Woodland Group
Several local growing projects including Newmarch Allotments, Watton Allotments , 
Llangattock Allotments and others
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And numerous village hall energy projects including: LED lighting at Llangadog 
Community Centre, PV Upgrade & Battery Storage at Trap Village Hall, Llangorse 
Youth & Community Centre Energy Efficiency, and Crai Hall Energy Efficiency 
Project.

Planning Policy within the National Park has always taken a bold approach to climate change 
mitigation.  The current LDP is underpinned by an Environmental Capacity approach to Sustainable 
Development with climate change adaptation at its core.  Due to pressure from the house building 
lobby the existing LDP possesses lower sustainable building standards than required to address 
climate change.  Nevertheless, LDP policies have enabled the development of countless renewable 
energy schemes, ensured that the majority of new development is located in the most sustainable 
locations, built to limit energy use and the need to travel, and ensured that most development 
contributes to the biodiversity of its location.  

Changing the way we work:

We have installed photo-voltaic solar arrays at our premises in Brecon, generating 9 MWh 
per year, also a fully off grid solution at Cwm Porth and will shortly be installing systems at 
the National Park Visitor Centre and the Craig-y-nos estate.

We were early adopters of electric vehicles in the Authority fleet and have extended their 
use through support from the Welsh Government.  We currently run 4 Electric vehicles on 
our fleet:  1 Renault Zoe, 1 BMW i3, and 2 Hyundai Konas. We also have 1 Mitsubishi 
Outlander Plug-in-Hybrid Vehicle and a fully electric Kangoo Van on order.  We have made 
the commitment to replace vehicles with Plug-in-Hybrid or fully electric vehicles as current 
contracts expire.

We have implemented seven public and five private electric vehicle charging points on main 
transport routes through the area.

We have installed photo-voltaic solar arrays at our premises in Brecon, generating 9MWh 
per year, also a fully off grid solution at the Waterfalls Centre and will shortly be installing 
systems at Libanus and Craig-y-nos estate.

We moved our IT hardware provision to a low-power virtualised environment in 2012 and 
have continued to make incremental improvements since then.

Electricity at all Authority-owned premises is provided by a green energy supplier.

We moved our IT hardware provision to a low-power virtualised environment in 2012 and 
have continued to make incremental improvements since then.

Electricity at all Authority-owned premises is provided by a green energy supplier.

In 2012 the Authority was one of the leaders in implementing webcasting access to all its 
meetings, enabling people to view discussions and decision-making without having to travel 
from across the Park to attend in person.

The Authority has significantly reduced its printing and paper usage over the last decade and 
is in the process of moving all of its legacy filing to digital.  
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Appendix 2

What we are doing now

We recognise that our past actions were nowhere near sufficient or effective enough to achieve the 
transformative change required.  The need for actions to mitigate the causes of and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change influence our decision making and corporate screening processes. 

We are active members of the Welsh Peatlands Action Group and on the steering group for the 
Welsh Peatlands Project (RDP Wales Sustainable Management Scheme).

We are aware that in terms of peatland restoration, the Brecon Beacons National Park has a 
particularly important role in protecting and repairing the areas of bare, actively eroding and draining 
peat, which is more concentrated here than anywhere else in Wales.

We are also aware that, as is true elsewhere in Wales, a significant area of the Park’s blanket bog is 
in an unfavourable ecological condition and is contributing to GHG emissions.  This must be 
reversed and we know how this must be done.

We are active and leading participants in the Black Mountains Land Use Partnership (RDP Wales 
Sustainable Management Scheme).  This Partnership delivers a range of habitat restoration projects 
including peatland and upland path restoration, which help to reduce and reverse the contribution 
that the Black Mountains and its land use make to GHG emissions.  The BMLUP has also 
commissioned a Black Mountains PES Sponsorship Portfolio.

Through our research partnerships and work with other universities we actively influence their 
research programmes on peatlands; e.g., Swansea and Reading Universities’ studies on peat status 
and carbon density on raised and blanket bogs.

We continue to deliver the Waun Fignen Felen bog restoration project, and upland path and 
peatland restoration projects elsewhere in the Park, e.g., Waun Fach (Black Mountains), Waun Rydd 
(Central Beacons) and Llyn y Fignen Felen (Mynydd Du).

We continue to encourage other landowners to act in favour of mitigating climate change and 
recovering nature.

We continue to manage our small woodland estate.

We have published the Park’s Nature Recovery Action Plan, A Future with Nature at its Heart, through 
which the Local Nature Partnership will implement actions that improve nature’s resilience, with five 
priority actions:  a State of Nature Report, preparing ecological network maps, seeking funding for a 
Partnership Officer, agreeing the primary ecosystems or areas to focus on, and recorder training for 
the next generation of naturalists.

The National Park Authority has engaged with The Welsh Government Energy Service in producing 
a Strategic assessment of energy efficiency opportunities across its estate of buildings.  This is in 
addition to the installation of photo-voltaic solar arrays at four of our buildings as described in 
Appendix One

The Authority is currently reviewing this assessment, and will consider how it can implement its 
recommendations, which if implemented would see a further 65kg of carbons savings over the next 
10 years

Current SDF grants include:  PhD studentship - Impacts of energy transitions on vulnerable peripheral 
communities,  Llangattock Community Woodland Group - Let's get into the Woodland, and 
Glanamman, Pedol & Twrch Livestock Handling.
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Our current and past education programming includes:

Delivering climate change content on a regular basis in all programming and courses, even 
when the topic is not explicitly climate change; just talking about a view brings forth these 
opportunities as we look and teach about a changing landscape.

We deliver 2 climate change-focused tracts of education:

i) Moorland Indicators of Climate Change Initiative (MICCI):  delivered across the 
family of National Parks that have significant peat areas and involves young 
people taking measurements that are then sent to the University of Manchester. 
https://nationalparks.uk/students/micci-project and 
https://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/enjoy-the-moors/young-
people/moorland-indicators-of-climate-change-initiative.  The project is hosted 
by the Peak District National Park Authority.

ii) Teacher training on renewable energy:  mainly for Maths and Science PGCE 
students, whereby they visit Talybont-on-Usk and use the National Park to learn 
how to teach about renewable energy; our IT Team supports the project with 
electric cars.

The next iteration of the LDP will go further than current policies, proposing that from 2022 all new 
development must

1. Be resilient and adaptable to the likely effects of climate change;
2. Limit and mitigate the causes of climate change; 
3. Contribute to carbon neutrality;
4. Reduce the need for travel or transport; and
5. In the case of Major Development schemes, achieve zero carbon in operation by 2023 and 

carbon neutral in construction and operation from then on.

As the Authority reviews and reorganises the way it delivers its work we will take advantage of the 
opportunities afforded by new technology such as cloud collaboration, process automation and the 
Internet of Things to enable more intelligent and efficient ways of working throughout our functions 
and processes.  This will allow us to have a more distributed workforce closer to the point of 
delivery thereby reducing the need to travel, whilst gaining more insight into the condition of the 
Park and the effects our interventions are having.

https://nationalparks.uk/students/micci-project
https://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/enjoy-the-moors/young-people/moorland-indicators-of-climate-change-initiative
https://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/enjoy-the-moors/young-people/moorland-indicators-of-climate-change-initiative

